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Please call Angie 
at    

787-221-0785   
to let her know 

you will be  
attending, 
 to have an  

accurate  
headcount  
for Pizza 

  
  

Elections, Member Appreciation,  

Pizza and Wings! 

P.O. Box 970101 - Boca Raton, FL 33497-0101  

501 (C3) Organization                         WWW. OSIAFLBOCA.ORG                                E-Mail: osiaflboca@gmail.com      

Where:  Elks Lodge #2166, 1395 N Federal Highway, Boca Raton, 

Time:  6:30PM to 9:00pm  

Cost:   Members Free, Guests:$7.00 

Speaker:  Maria Sachs, County Commissioner, Boca Raton 

Menu:  Pizza and Wings. Soft Drinks available. Wine and Cocktails sold 

  at the bar. Remember to tip our bartender.   

Elections and  voting  is important.  You will be asked if anyone is interested in being 

on the board for some positions, We encourage your participation.   

Also, Maria Sachs will discuss events important to us.   
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Night At The Races  “Fun” Raiser 

Where:    Elks Lodge #2166  

   1395 N Federal Highway,   

   Boca Raton, FL 

Time:    6:00PM to 9:00pm 

Entrance Fee:  $15.00,  Guests $20.00   

 

Menu  Includes: Sandwiches, Salads and desert.  

   Cocktails, beer, wine, soda and water  

   available for  purchase 

 

ELKs and BONANNO. Please pre-register by making your 
check out to the Sgt Bonanno Lodge #2549 for this event and 
send to Angie Catania at 18766 Candlewick Drive, Boca Raton, 
Fl 33496.       
 
For infomation call Ed Catania at 508 294 7979.   
         

Reservations deadline February 15, 2022 

Regarding the  Nite  at the Races: 

The Bonanno and Elks Lodges have joined togeth-

er to  raise funds to support their charities and 

community activities. Horses may be purchased 

for $10/each, and you may purchase more than 

one horse. Winning horse in each race receives 

$50. in addition, there will be $2 side bets with 

each race. This is a Fundraising event. This will be 

a fun night for all and a worthy cause. 

 



 

Officers 
President:   Joan D’Amato  561-414-1825 
Acting Vice President:  Edmondo Catania 
Financial Secretary:  Open 
Treasurer:   Ginny DeMattei 
Immed. Past President:  Edmondo Catania 
Recording Secretary:  Michele Terrei Palma 
Orator/Past State Pres.:  Edward Mottola 
Chaplain:   Father Adam Forno  
Trustees:   Justin Appi,   Joe D’Amato,  
   Nick Cantore,  Eva Mottola,  
   Joe Dente,   Lydia Marini,  
        
   
State Deputy:   Greg Esposito 
Italian Cultural Historian:  Ed Mottola 
 

Committees   
Events:    Joan D’Amato  Lynn Pascarelli, 
   Lydia Marini,  Fran Sebestyen 
Newsletter:   Ed Catania,  Raf Gueli 
Scholarship/Membership: Ed Mottola Jr. 
Cookbook & Calendars:  Ed Mottola Jr. 
House:    Marjorie Miller  
Sunshine:   Angie Torres  
501C3 Fundraising:  Nick Cantore,  Ed Catania 
Website:   Justin Appi /  Ed Catania 
 
Bonanno Officers Grand Lodge of Florida 
First Vice President:  Joe Dente 
Second Vice President:  Nick Cantore 
State Trustee-Region VII Edmondo Catania 
 
Honorary Members      
Don and Angie Seta  -  Millie Gasperoni 

 

 

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The definition of appreciation is recognizing the good 
qualities of someone. That is why we are having 
“Member Appreciation” on our next meeting Febru-
ary 10, 2002. We acknowledge our members for sup-
porting our Lodge. Please remember to call Angie so 
we have an accurate headcount for food. You are wel-
come to bring guests at $7.00 per person. 

Thank you for sending in your 2022 dues. Those of 
you who have not done so, we would appreciate your 
sending me your check as soon as you can. We have 
had a great season so far, and your attendance at the 
meetings is appreciated. 

We will be having nominations for elections at our 
February meeting. We have opening for Financial 
Secretary and Trustees. Please let me know if you are 
interested in becoming part of our Lodge’s Board. 

Sugar Cane Bus tour and lunch is March 23. Everyone 
who went a few years ago can tell you what a great 
trip this is. $20 per person, limit 35 bus seats. Once I 
get your check, I will send a link for you to register 
with the Sugar Cane League, to get on the bus. 

Thank you for continuing to spread the word about 
our Italian heritage, culture, traditions, and language. 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America                

Sgt. Frederick M. Bonanno Lodge #2549 
 

 

Cari fratelli e sorelle, 

La definizione di apprezzamento è riconoscere le 
buone qualità di qualcuno. Questo è il motivo per cui 
stiamo avendo "Apprezzamento dei soci" nel nostro 
prossimo incontro il 10 febbraio 2002. Riconosciamo 
i nostri soci per aver sostenuto la nostra Loggia. 
Ricordatevi di chiamare Angie in modo da avere un 
numero accurato di partecipanti per il cibo. Siete 
invitati a portare ospiti al costo di $7,00 a persona. 

Grazie per aver pagato le vostre quote per il 2022. 
Quelli di voi che non l'hanno fatto, apprezzeremmo 
che mi inviaste il vostro assegno il prima possibile. 
Finora abbiamo avuto una grande stagione e la vostra 
partecipazione agli incontri è apprezzata. Ci saranno 
candidature per le elezioni nella nostra riunione di 
febbraio. Abbiamo un'apertura per il Financial Secre-
tary and Trustees. Per favore fatemi sapere se siete 
interessati a diventare parte del Consiglio Direttivo. 

Sugar Cane Bus Tour & pranzo è per il 23 marzo. 
Chiunque ci sia andato qualche anno fa può dirvi che 
fu un bel viaggio. $20 a persona, limite di 35 posti in 
autobus. Una volta ricevuto il vostro assegno, vi 
invierò un link per registrarvi con la Sugar Cane 
League, per salire sull'autobus. Grazie per continuare 
costantemente a disseminare informazioni sul nostro 
patrimonio, cultura, tradizioni e lingua italiana. 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America                

Sgt. Frederick M. Bonanno Lodge #2549 



 

8  Night At The Races Fundraiser with Elks 
13 6:30 PM. Our famous Potluck Dinner  

10  TBD 
23  Sugar Cane Bus Trip 

12  TBD 

TBD  Summer get together 

10  6:30 PM. Elections, Member Apprteciation 
                and Guest Speaker– Barbara Sachs 
19 Nite at the Races (New Date) 

14 6:30 PM. Porchetta Night or Home made Mozzarella Night 

TBD  Summer get together 

TBD  Summer get together 

  

  

  

  

 

  

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month.  



 

 

 

  7 Loretta Battiloro 

11 Mauro Binetti 

 12 Joe D’Amato 

21 Phyllis DeAngelis 

“The true sign of intelligence is 
not knowledge but  imagina-
tion” 
Isabella di Morra 

“I hate and detest Sicily in so far as I 
love it, and in so far as it does not re-
spond to the kind of love I would like to 
have for it.”  
Leonardo Sciascia  

 AL POVERO  

MANCANO  

TANTE COSE.  

ALL’AVARO TUTTE.  
The poor man is lacking many things, the 

greedy man all.  
_____ 

 
 NOI NON POTREMO 

AVERE VITA  

PERFETTA SENZA 

AMICI 
We can’t have a perfect life  

without friends.  

 “The mafia will be defeated by an 
army of elementary teachers” 
 
Gesualdo Buffalino 

https://www.thinkinitalian.com/man-in-italian


 

  
   Jan 1 -  New Year’s Day   -$500 

Feb 8 -  Grand Lodge Anniv  - $300 
Feb 14 -  Valentine’s Day   - $100 
Feb 15 -  Presidents’ Day   - $100 
Mar 17 - St. Patrick’s Day   - $100 
Mar 19 - St. Joseph’s Day   - $100 
Mar 28 - Palm Sunday   - $100 
Apr 2 -  Good Friday   - $100 
Apr 4 -  Easter Sunday   - $1,000 
Apr 24 -  Dr. Salerno Birthday  - $100 
May 9 -  Mothers’ Day   - $100 
May 31 - Memorial Day   - $100 
Jun. 2 -  National Day of Italy  - $100 
Jun. 14 -  Flag Day   - $100 
Jun 20 -   Fathers’ Day   - $100 
Jun 22 -  SOI Anniversary   - $300 
Jul 4 -  Independence Day  - $500 
Sept 6 -  Labor Day   - $100 
Sept 11 - Patriot’s Day   - $200 
Sept 19 - Feast of San Gennaro  - $100 
Oct 12 -  Columbus Day   - $1,000 
Oct 22 - Pres. Cianciotta’s Birthday -$100 
Oct 31 -  Halloween   - $100 
Nov 11 -  Veterans’ Day   - $100 
Nov 25 -  Thanksgiving   - $500 
Dec 7 -  Pearl Harbor Day  - $100 
 Dec 25    Christmas                                  -$1000 

                                   

                  Calendars are $50. For questions please    

   call Ed Catania 508 294 7979 

 SGT. F.M. BONANN0  LODGE #2549 

2022/2024 ELECTIONS 

                       

    The Sgt. FM Bonanno Lodge #2549 will be holding 

their 2022/2024 Elections at our February 10, 2022 

business meeting. Nominations for  all  Lodge   

officer  positions will be accepted from the floor. A 

nominee running for office must be a member in 

good  standing. A member seeking the office of 

President or Vice President MUST have served one 

term as a Lodge officer.   

Any further information or questions, please call 

me at 561-479– 2096 

 

Dermatology & Surgery Of The Skin 

MOHS’ Skin Cancer Surgery  

 

Dr. Fischer offers a full range of medical and cosmetic services to enhance your health and appearance, including 

Mohs’ surgery for skin cancer treatment, laser removal of hair, broken blood vessels and age spots, and Botox and 

Restylane for reducing fine lines and wrinkles. Whatever your current needs, you will be treated respectfully and 

professionally by a caring doctor and staff dedicated to providing you excellence in treatment.  

Alan M. Fischer, M.D., P.A. 

West Boca Medical Center  - #320 



 

 

 

The more education you get, the more you may earn and the less likely you are to be unemployed. However, the more 

education you get, the more it costs. Here’s how grandparents can come to the rescue. Enter the IRS-recognized 529 educa-
tion savings plan. 

The 529 allows anyone, family members, friends—even someone you just met on the street—to contribute to someone’s 
education on a tax-advantaged basis.  After-tax money is contributed to the 529 plan, that money is invested, and all of the 
balance--including gains—may be used by the plan’s beneficiary (the student) without paying income tax on those gains.  Tax
-free funds offer more bang for the buck! 

Example 

Sophia was just born.  Her family wants to begin a college fund because they anticipate Sophia may be college bound and 
they acknowledge that college is a significant investment.  They want to start saving early.  At Sophia’s birth her parents, 
family, and friends contribute a total of $50,000 to her 529 plan.  Eighteen years later when Sophia is about to enter college, 
her 529 plan balance has grown to  $100,000. 

How much of the $100,000 can she use for college?  All of it (for qualified expenses). 

What is a “qualified expense”? 

The IRS allows the entire balance to be used tax-free but only for certain expenses directly related to education.  Tuition, 
room, books, board (food), a computer, and internet access are all deemed to be “qualified expenses”.  Those expenses com-
prise the bulk of college expenses so 529 funds go a long way. 

What is not considered a qualified expense? 

Transportation is not because it is not directly related to education.  Sorority house dues, clothing, and alcoholic beverages 
would also not be considered “qualified expenses”. 

A few years ago, the 529 law was expanded to allow up to $10,000 per year to be used for K-12 education, too. 

Let’s say Sophia doesn’t go to college.  What happens to her 529 funds?  The beneficiary may be changed (many times, if 
necessary) so her brother, Leo, can benefit from those funds. 

Now for the supercharger trick.  An individual may gift up to $16,000 per year to any other individual every year without trig-
gering an income tax event.  A special provision of the 529 law allows an individual to contribute five years in advance as a 
gift.  $16,000 x 5 years = $80,000.  A couple could contribute $160,000. 

The 529 is one way grandparents can transfer wealth in a meaningful way and have the confidence that someone in the fam-
ily will be able to use it for education at some point in the future because the 529 plan doesn’t expire.  That’s an excellent 
way to supercharge your grandchild’s lifetime of dreams attached with your best wishes. 

 

By J Nick Cantore, Wealth Manager 

Signature Financial Solutions 

561-417-8242  |  jcantore@sfsfirm.com 

 
                                   Nick Cantore– Wealth Manager- Financial News 



 

Potluck Dinner  
with FAU Students  

and Grand Lodge 0f 
Florida Scholarship  
Presentation to FAU  

Dr. Ilaria Sera 



 

Pasta Night 

 

Where:   Elks Lodge #2166 1395 N Federal Highway,  

  Boca Raton. 

Cost:  TBD 

Time:  6:30PM 

Menu:  TBD 

 

Meeting  Details to Come 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

       Sugar Cane Bus Tour And Lunch 

 

Date:    March 23, 2022 
Cost:    $20 / per person 
Time:    7:00AM Bus departs sharply at 7:15AM 
Parking/ Pick up:  West Boca Shopping Center, 21769 State Rd, Between   
    Chili's and Aldi’s 
Includes:   Bus, tour and lunch at Marina or Country Club.  
 
This be a full day event. You see how the cane is grown and harvested, and pack-
aged for sale.  
 
Due to Covid, bus seating is limited to 35 persons. First seating to members first. 
 
Check made out to Sgt. Bonanno Lodge #2549. Send to Joan D’Amato,  8191 Bel-
lafiore Way, Boynton Beach, 33472.  
 
Please call Joan 561-414-1825 for more info. Once Joan receives your check she 
will send a link to register for the Sugar Cane League. This for must be filled out 
in order to get on the bus.  Masks must be worn on the bus. 
 

This will be a Lodge Fun-Raiser.   
  

             

              

 



 

THE TITLE SYNDROME 

P 
rofessional titles are simply 
qualification labels such as: 
Architect, Doctor, Engineer, 
Minister, President, Ac-

countant, etc. They are not honorary 
or aristocratic titles but simple occu-
pational titles, depending on the pro-
fession being performed. In my opin-
ion, Italians have a disease, they suf-
fer of titolitis, (not a real word) a 
syndrome that reflects the wide-
spread and excessive custom in a 
social context. I read on an advertis-
ing sign: Ditta Autoricambi del Rag. 
Alfredo Guarneri (fictitious name). I 
am inclined to think that this auto 
parts shop is not a commercial stu-
dio, and the fact that Alfredo is a 
Rag.-Ragioniere (accountant) is alto-
gether irrelevant. Undoubtedly, he 
may have a diploma (not a college 
degree) as a bookkeeper but if his 
business has nothing to do with his 
academic certification, I don’t see 
the need to advertising the fact that 
he is a Rag. It almost seems to shout: 
"Look, my company is not operated 
by a half-pint individual but by a re-
spectful and educated person with a 
diploma. This is exactly the case. 
That ‘Rag.’ in front of his name adds 
a remarkable social status.  
   When Fantozzi (a stereotypically 
loser, famous character of several 
Italian films) introduces himself, he 
says: “Ragioniere Ugo Fantozzi”. I 
beg your pardon, my dear Fantozzi, 
just state your name, I don’t need to 
know what is your profession and 
what is your academic preparation. 
But without stating that he is a 
ragioniere, Fantozzi would simply 
be a Fantozzi and nothing more ... a 
nullity. On another sign I read: 
Azienda Agricola del Geom. 
Raimondo Zanetti (fictitious name). 
But why would I care to know that 
Mr. Zanetti has obtained a diploma 
as surveyor (Geometra) if I'm not 
looking for a suveryor’s office. but a 
farm? Italians crave for titles, even 
trivial ones.  
 
   Unfortunately, this is the negative 

aspect of the culture in Italy, that 
often gives more importance to the 
title they have, the title they boast, 
rather than to what they really are. 
People think that if they have a title 
(i.e. Geometra) to show they are 
educated individuals, everyone will  
revere them; otherwise nobody will 
respect them. Respect must be earned 
through actions not with titles, even if 
they enjoy a privileged status and 
they have a certain authority.     
 
   “It is a legacy of our past underde-
velopment”, says Friedrich Magnani, 
a Swiss journalist on 
www.rivieraweb.it. “The same that 
makes us call Onorevole a simple leg-
islator/politician. But there is another 
curious fact. We have inherited a fa-
mous phrase, very popular in our 
country: ‘You do not know who I 
am’, spoken by whoever feels im-
portant and well-known and sees his 
omnipotence hampered by the simple 
application of legal obligations. This 
is a typical affirmation of the small 
provincial bureaucrat who sees his 
small but well-established authority 
deported. The little bureaucrat of any 
office, cares more to his own consid-
eration than to be respected for a job 
well done”. As we have seen, there is 
this tendency in Italy, where it seems 
people yearn for a title, any title, as if 
it were a matter of life or death. 
 
   I have learned that obtaining a col-
lege degree (in foreign languages) it 
did not automatically make me a 
teacher or Professore. Proper certifi-

cation, or license, must be achieved 
with training, apprenticeship and pass-
ing state exams. In Italy there are peo-
ple, who have simply obtained a col-
lege degree in law or engineering , who 
do not practice the profession, yet they 
introduce themselves as Avvocato or 
Ingegnere. A law degree does not 
make one an attorney, unless one pass-
es the bar examination to practice law. 
We have in Italy a similar process, yet, 
fresh from college, they strive to have 
engraved the mythical prefix Avv. or 
Ing. before their name, on business 
cards or anywhere. Respect is some-
thing that is owed to everyone, regard-
less of whether they are graduates or 
not, rich or poor, powerful or ordinary 
people. I believe, however, that if we 
want a little more respect for our pro-
fession, we must pay attention to the 
small things, be less pompous, and, if 
anything, acquire through the title a 
greater sense of professionalism. 
  
   In America, only university teachers 
are called 'professors'. All primary and 
secondary school teachers are called 
Mr. Jones, Mrs. Jones, Ms. Jones. 
These are small things that are part of 
the culture of us Americans, while here 
it is not enough to call someone signo-
re. We also need to understand that an 
Italian student would not dare to ad-
dress a teacher using the ‘tu’, the fa-
miliar speaking form that is usually 
used for friends, relatives, coworkers 
and classmates. Speaking to strangers, 
people of a certain level, or elderly 
people, we use the ‘lei’, a formal 
speaking term. In the United States, 
relationships tend to be much more 
informal, for which there is no 'lei' and 
there is only the ‘tu’ even if we address 

the president of the USA, al-
beit in a more respectful man-
ner. The same applies for any 
authoritative person, for any 
professional and for any big 
shot without being disrespect-
ful. 
   

   
                        

http://www.rivieraweb.it


 



 



 



 

Please Take Note 
If you find mistakes in our publication, PLEASE con-
sider they are there for a purpose and remember 
that we publish something for everyone, because 
some people are always looking for misteaks!   EC 
 

The Floridian 
To enjoy our Grand Lodge newsletter, please go  
online to www.osiaflboca.org 
 

Advertise in our newsletter for 12 
months!  

Business card:  $50 
Half Page:    $75 
Full Page:   $125 
ADD TO WEBSITE $50.00 ADDITIONAL 
 

Annual Dues:  
Paid the first of every year 
Individual: $45,  
Couple: $90,  
Social: $50 
 

Italian American Magazine 
By now all lodge members should have received the 
summer issue of our Italian magazine. Please contact 
Ed Mottola should you haven’t received the maga-
zine. 

Lodge Information 
 Our Board Meeting will be the first Wednesday of 
every month at 10AM on Zoom Format. 
Lodge Meeting at 6:30 PM on second Thursday of 
every month. We will begin meeting at the Elks of 
Boca every second Thursday beginning October 14, 
2021.  

 Members 
If anyone has a child or grandchild planning on at-
tending College and would like to help, Bonanno has 
available, every year, one $500 scholarship, which 
will be sent directly to the College of their choice. 
Please talk to us for more information. Caveat: You 
must be a paid in-full member in good standing! 

 Past Lodge Presidents 
Edmondo Catania (4yrs) 

J. Nick Cantore 
Marie Ruggiero 
Ed Mottola, Jr. 
Peter Ocello 

Steve Petrarca 
John Polli 

William Santangelo 
Peter Vallone 

Frank Benedetto 
Carlo Boniello 
John Boniello 

Rosemary Boniello 
 
 

Don and Angie Seta foundation 
To award scholarship to family of members based on  
merit and financial situation. Members must be mem-

bers in good standing. 

 
 

 Lodge Meeting Rules 

Please be courteous and respond to our 
events in a timely manner. Most events have 
cut off dates.  We can not plan an event un-

less we have an accurate number of members who will 
attend. 
  
 Please sign our attendance book before entering meet-
ing.  Each person on separate line. This way we get ac-
curate head count. 
  
Please be ready either with cash or check made out to 
Bonanno Lodge If the event calls for it.  (some mem-
bers did not pay last month). 
  
 Lastly, as a courtesy, the Elks of Boca Raton will be 
opening the bar on the night of our meetings for our 
members pleasure, please be sure to tip the bartender 
as you would in any other bar. 


