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7th Annual Mozzarella Making, Antipasti 
and Wine Tasting and maybe Karaoke 

 
Where:  Elks Lodge #2166 1395 N Federal Highway, Boca  

Cost:     Members $18.   Non-Members-$22  

Time:     6:30PM 

Menu: Fresh Mozzarella making, Antipasti, bread desert 

and wine tasting from various Italian regions for purchase. 

Cocktails, and  beer, will be available for purchase. Soda 

and water available gratis.  

 

 

 

 

Meeting Information 

1.  Members and non-members must send  

checks or Zelle, ino later than May 8 2022. 

Reserve Early. Please be courteous! 

2. You can pay quickly and easily by Zelle or 

Venmo through online banking. Send to 

SgtBonanno@yahoo.com  

3.  Parking and Entry to the Elk’s hall will be 

in the back parking area. There will be signs di-

recting you. 

4. This will be our last monthly meeting 

until September. We will plan lunches, 

dinners and activities for members re-

You must pre-register by calling Angie Torres Catania at 

787-221-0785, make your check out to the Sgt Bonanno 

Lodge. Mail to Angie Catania at: 18766 Candlewick Drive,  

Boca Raton, Fl33496 



 

Officers 
President:   Edmondo Catania 508-294-7979 
Vice President:                  Joan D’Amato 
Financial Secretary:  Larry Danza 
Treasurer:   Ginny DeMattei 
Immed. Past President:  Joan D’Ama 
Recording Secretary:  Michele Terrei Palma    
Orator/Past State Pres.:  Edward Mottola 
Chaplain:   Father Adam Forno  
Trustees:                 Justin Appi,   Joe D’Amato,  Lydia Marini,  
   Nick Cantore, Eva Mottola,   
                                 Wendy Corso Ruud, Anthony Yazzetti
   
State Deputy:                  Greg Esposito 
Italian Cultural Historian:  Joan D’Amato,  Ed Mottola 
 
 

Committees   
Events:    Joan D’Amato, Tony Yazzetti 
Newsletter:   Ed Catania, Raf Gueli 
Scholarship/Membership: Ed Mottola Jr. 
Cookbook & Calendars:  Ed Mottola Jr. 
House:    Marjorie Miller  
Sunshine:   Angie Torres  
501C3 Fundraising:  Nick Cantore, Ed Catania 
Website:   Justin Appi /Ed Catania 
 
Bonanno Officers Grand Lodge of Florida 
First Vice President:  Joe Dente 
Second Vice President:  Nick Cantore 
State Trustee-Region VII Edmondo Catania 
 
Honorary Members      
Don and Angie Seta  -  Millie Gasperoni 

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

   April was a successful month, thanks to you. First kudos go to 

Justin appi, Tony Yazzetti, Angie Torres Catania  for helping 

referee the FAU Italian Studies club in a Bocce Tournament on 

campus.  

   Secondly, Porchetta was a another successful tradition, serv-

ing 46 people, Thirdly, our Bonanno Sailors and Bombers rep-

resented us proudly after many years of disappointment, at 

the Upper Keys Lodge, Key Largo. This year, our Sailors ( Nick 

and Teri Cantore, Justin Appi and Angie Catania)  took fourth 

place , a trophy and $100, which was donated to the lodge 

foundation. Valiant effort by Bombers (D’Amato, Talamo, An-

thony and Monica Vazequez 

   This summer, for our year round members, we will continue 

with our monthly get togethers for lunch or dinner and possi-

bly, some activities, like concerts shows, etc., You are encour-

aged to suggest ideas  for all activities and restaurants. 

   Lastly, Please be courteous, mark your calendars, and reserve 

early by sending your check or electronically through online 

Banking -Zelle, It is so simple and immediate, Remember, if 

you need to cancel, you will be refunded for emergencies or 48 

hours notice. 

   As my two favorite mentors would always say: “Sempre 

Avanti.” 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America                

Sgt. Frederick M. Bonanno Lodge #2549  

 

 Cari fratelli e sorelle, 
   Aprile è stato un mese di successo, grazie a voi. I 
primi complimenti vanno a Justin appi, Tony Yazzetti 
e Angie Torres Catania per aver aiutato ad arbitrare il 
club di studi italiani FAU in un torneo di bocce nel 
campus. In secondo luogo, Porchetta è stata un'altra 
tradizione di successo, servendo 46 persone. In terzo 
luogo, i nostri Bonanno Sailors and Bombers ci hanno 
rappresentato con orgoglio dopo molti anni di 
delusioni, presso l'Upper Keys Lodge, Key Largo. 
Quest'anno, i nostri Sailors (Nick e Teri Cantore, 
Justin Appi e Angie Catania) hanno conquistato il 
quarto posto, un trofeo e cento dollari, che sono stati 
donati alla fondazione del lodge. Valoroso sforzo dei 
Bombers (D'Amato, Talamo, Anthony e Monica 
Vazquez). La nostra estate, per i soci che resteranno, 
continuerà con i nostri incontri mensili a pranzo o 
cena e possibilmente ci saranno alcune attività, come 
concerti spettacoli, ecc., Siete incoraggiati a suggerire 
idee per tutte le attività e ristoranti.  
Infine, si prega di essere cortesi, segnare i calendari e 
prenotare in anticipo inviando l'assegno o 
elettronicamente tramite online Banking-Zelle.  È così 
semplice e immediato. Ricordate, se avete bisogno di 
annullare, sarete rimborsate per emergenze o 48 ore di 
preavviso. 
   Come dicevano sempre i miei due mentori preferiti: 
"Sempre Avanti". 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America                

Sgt. Frederick M. Bonanno Lodge #2549 



 

8  Night At The Races Fundraiser with Elks 
13 6:30 PM. Our famous Potluck Dinner  

10  Pasta Night and Guest  young Tenor 
23  Sugar Cane Bus Trip 

12 Mozzarella, Antipasti, WineTasting and Karoake 

13 TBD  

TBD  Summer get together 

10  6:30 PM. Elections, Member Appreciation 
                and Guest Speaker– Barbara Sachs 
19 Nite at the Races (New Date) 

14  6:30 PM. Porchetta Night or   

23  Bocce tournament Upper Keys Lodge, Key Largo 

TBD  Summer get together 

TBD  Summer get together 

 8 Business Meeting  

TBD Activity 

 10 Veterans Day Rembrance 

TBD Activity 

 13 Columbus 

TBD Activity Bingo 

 TBD Christmas Party 

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month.  



 

Summer Lunch, Dinners and Activities 

We will be planning  different venues  for our enjoyment this sum-

mer and we would like your ideas and suggestion. 

Location: TBD 

Details to Come.  

We look forward tom hearing from you. Call Joan D’Amato at 561-

414-1825. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

5 Lydia Marini 

7 Antonio Russo 

10 Mirta Sacon 

12 John DeCicco 

28 Salvatore DeLucia 

29 Jeanne DeCicco 

 Whatever the mind can conceive and believe, 

he mind can achieve. 

Jake LaMotta 

“ He who does not fear death dies ony 

once” 

Giovanni Falcone 

  “Finché C’È Vita C’È 

Speranza “ 

 
 

While There's Life, There's Hope  

 
_____ 

 
  

 

Batti il Ferro Finché È Caldo 
 
 

 – “ 

Make Hay While the Sun 

Shines  

“ Anything I ever did in life, I felt justified in 
doing” 
Charles”Lucky” Luciano  

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/jake-lamotta-quotes
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/author/2853-oriana-fallaci


 

 

 CARMEN VITANZA 

 

C 
armen (Camelo) was born July 1, 1925 in Atlantic City, NJ, son 

of Frank and Pauline. He went to schools in Ventnor City, a 

town just south of Atlantic City. Graduated Atlantic City High 

School (ACHS) in June 1943 at 18.  

At 10 yrs. of age he was given an Accordion at Christmas and started 

lessons for the next 6 yrs. He started doing professional music dates in 

the Atlantic County area. Carmen became  a member of the American 

Federation of Musicians (AfofM) at 15 and played for most of the hotels 

and country clubs there about. Played Trombone in the high school band and Orchestra for four 

years. 

 

At 18 he enlisted into the US NAVY as WWII was still on. He asked to be 

sent to the navy band school in Bainbridge MD. However, he was sent to 

Newport RI for boot camp then to Torpedo School for 4 months, then 

assigned to a Destroyer Escort in Brooklyn Navy Yard for duty in the At-

lantic Ocean. Eventually, he was sent to Pearl Harbor to work in the Tor-

pedo Shop, repairing torpedoes.  After the war, on the GI Bill, he went to 

Temple University and received a Degree in Business Management. 

 

in June of 1950. Carmen then became an employee of the US Govern-

ment, Department of Defense. He gave the Government 42 yrs. of his 

services retiring at 62 years of age, eventually moving to Florida. His 

musical life was a parallel to his job with the Gov. He worked five 

days a week for the job and weekends were  as a professional musi-

cian. His musical work had him playing for many country clubs, ho-

tels, parties, cruise ships and venues of many varieties in Pennsylva-

nia, New Jersey, Delaware and Florida.  

 

   He has memberships in the Sons of Italy, The Elks,  AFM union, and 

Lantana Chamber of Commerce. He was married to Helen 

(Primavera) Vitanza for over 64 yrs. She passed away having had 



 

  
   

  

                                  

               

 

 

 Welcome New Advertisers 

 

Our Lodge welcomes several ne advertise-

ments for our Lodge newsletter and web-

site. We put this program together to help 

cover our expenses. 

We are advising our members to join with 

us to seek out new ads. Advertisements 

can be obtained in tour travels from your 

Hair Stylist, Salons, Restaurant, and any lo-

cal business,  you visit. 

Our ads are priced as follows: $50 for Busi-

ness Cards,$75 for half page and $125 for a 

full page.  You will be listed for 12 months. 

 

 

Dermatology & Surgery Of The Skin 

MOHS’ Skin Cancer Surgery  

 

Dr. Fischer offers a full range of medical and cosmetic services to enhance your health and appearance, including 

Mohs’ surgery for skin cancer treatment, laser removal of hair, broken blood vessels and age spots, and Botox and 

Restylane for reducing fine lines and wrinkles. Whatever your current needs, you will be treated respectfully and 

professionally by a caring doctor and staff dedicated to providing you excellence in treatment.  

Alan M. Fischer, M.D., P.A. 

West Boca Medical Center  - #320 

    LODGE  SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM 
 
In  2022, the Sgt. FM Bonanno Lodge will 
be awarding our Don and Angie Seta Me-
morial  Scholarship to the children,  grand-
children and great grandchildren of two 
members of  our  Lodge.  
 
All members in  good standing  can apply 
for an application at our March  Lodge 
meeting or  by calling me. Recipients  must 
be a  graduating high  school senior to be 
eligible for an award  of $500.00. Two 
scholarships will be awarded. 

    Get your Calendars $50.   
365 opportunities to win! 

 
Contact me at 561-479-2096  
for additional information. 



 

 

 Financial Wellness 
As you know, identity theft is a major problem. 

Identity theft occurs when someone steals and uses your personally identifiable information or login credentials to im-

personate you, often for the purpose of stealing your financial resources. 

Your financial resources may include unauthorized access to financial accounts, credit/debit cards, bank accounts, email, 

and other accounts. 

“Other accounts” may even include your medical records and health insurance.  Do you remember the many pages of 
personal information you provided to your doctor (probably many types of doctors)?  It is estimated that 90% of medical 
records are now stored digitally (SelectHub).  That means your doctor’s information security system is very important to 

you because it protects all of the information you provided to that doctor.  

17 Million people are victims of identity theft each year (US DOJ Report). 

93% did not report the incident to law enforcement 

88% reported the incident to a financial/card/credit agency     

(a police report is generally needed as evidence of theft by credit agencies)  

55% of victims reported resolving the problem in one day or less  

Average loss varies by type of account stolen 

 

What can you do to protect your data? 

Use a more difficult to hack password. Poor password example 1234. password, 11111 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J Nick Cantore, Wealth Manager 
Signature Financial Solutions 

561-417-8242  |  jcantore@sfsfirm.com 
 

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. (RAA), member FINRA/SIPC.  
RAA is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names,  

products or services referenced here are independent of RAA.  
7700 W Camino Real, Suite 300, Boca Raton, FL 33433.  

Tel 561-241-5488. Feb-2022 43761   

https://www.selecthub.com/medical-software/emr/electronic-medical-records-future-emr-trends/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/viewer.html?pdfurl=https%3A%2F%2Fbjs.ojp.gov%2Fcontent%2Fpub%2Fpdf%2Fvit18.pdf&clen=1088278&chunk=true


 

Bocce 

Cruise 

Porchetta Night 



 



 

TITLES AFTERLIFE 

P 
rofessional titles are strictly 

occupational qualifications. 

If one really must show 

them off, it is admissable to 

post them on business cards, on 

advertisements, on brass plaques, by 

the doorbell, on the intercom or 

anywhere one wishes to display the 

bragging and trivial title ... but not at 

the cemetery, not on tombstones.  

 

   Death, or divine capitulation, elimi-

nates any distinction between social 

classes, between rich and poor people 

and between nobility and commoners, 

without distinction of possessions and 

titles. If one must, one can put the so 

much craved title on the obituaries 

printed on newspapers or on funeral 

wall posters (as it is customary in cer-

tain parts of Italy). In the effort to bet-

ter identify the deceased, the profes-

sion (alas, the title) is undeniably 

helpful. However, when we die, we 

are all the same, we become corpses,  

we cease to be a physical entity and 

we cease to practice any profession. 

So, if Giovanni Rossi was a lawyer 

and Giorgio Bianchi was a teacher, it 

is unlikely that the deceased would 

continue to practice law or teach in 

the afterlife, so please have the decen-

cy as not to engrave the pompous ti-

tles on their tombstones: Avv. Giovan-

ni Rossi, Prof. Giorgio Bianchi.  

 

   People may think that it’s not about 

bragging, in as much, in the past, no-

ble titles were a lifestyle reality. Still 

today, some impoverished aristocrats 

hold on to them as their only shred of 

heritage, and this birthright obviously 

is flaunted all the way to sepulchral 

inscriptions. The very famous Italian 

comic Totò (real name Antonio DeCur-

tis), wrote "A livella” (level tool) to 

ironically address the theme of death. 

The poem is set in a cemetery, where 

an unfortunate person remains locked. 

He listens incredulously to the dialogue 

between two shadows: a marquis and a 

trash man, accidentally buried next to 

each other, respectively in a sumptu-

ously decorated tomb and in an forsak-

en tomb with only a miser wooden 

cross and not even a flower. The mar-

quis is complaining with arrogance that 

the body of the garbage man, whose 

misery and smell he despises, has been 

placed next to his. The unfortunate 

street-cleaner is mortified but then 

promptly admonished the haughty no-

ble of the fact that, regardless of what 

he was in life, now they are both just 

corpses. Death levels everything. 

Totó’s  last verses, as mediator, is: 

“Calm down, this charade happens 

only among living people. You are 

above these petty differences; you are 

no longer of this world.!” 

 

   At this point I must expose Totó’s  
hypocrisy. Yes, because he was a 
prince (or so he claimed, due to adult 
life adoption by a down-and-out aristo-
crat), and on his tombstone, he request-
ed to have written: His Imperial High-
ness (SAI) Antonio .... 
De Curtis, Imperial 
Prince of Byzantium. 
Look who was talking! 
That's the pot calling the 
kettle black. All nobles, 
unless they are kings 
and emperors, should 
abandon these ancient 
customs, when feasible, 
and should prove that they are above 
this ostentatious magnificence. By the 
way, should you care to know, this is 
the descending order for nobility titles: 

Principe, Granduca, Arciduca, Duca, 
Marchese, Conte, Visconte, Barone. A 
baron is the low men on the totem 
pole. 
 
   Every time I see at the cemetery  
tombstones with names preceded by so 
much of Avv., Cav., Dott., I feel imme-
diately appalled by this absurdity. 
There are vain people (perhaps the 
family who ordered the tombstone) 
who are still attached to these vanities, 
to these silly pretexts of feeling superi-
or, who have the silly presumption of 
adding the title to the name of the de-
ceased even on the tombstone. This, 
alas, is the sad reality of those who 
strive to appear stuck-up even in a 
graveyard. I sympathize with them, 
narrow-minded and insignificant peo-
ple with little intellect. Their vanity is 
stronger than their misery. Vanity 
sometimes exceeds itself. Three tomb-
stones in a family burial chapel show 
in full their occupations engraved be-
low their names. One was Insegnante 
(teacher), another was Geometra 
(surveyor) and the third was Docente 
Universitaria di Fisica e Matematica 
(college professor of physics and math-
ematics). They have been dead for 
quite some time, yet they have their 
résumé written on their grave. On an-
other family tombstone, I read that 
both the spouses were Farmacista 
(pharmacist). Wow!  That’s rich. But 
there are many other examples of pro-
vocative and tragic comedy when a 
title on the tombstone becomes a brutal 
exasperation. A deceased wife is bur-
ied next to her husband who boasts the 
title of Cavaliere del Lavoro. For the 
poor thing, not having absolutely any 
shred of a title, the imbecile relatives 

had engraved under 
her name: Casalinga 

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ironia
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morte


 



 



 

Please Take Note 
If you find mistakes in our publication, PLEASE con-
sider they are there for a purpose and remember 
that we publish something for everyone, because 
some people are always looking for misteaks!   EC 
 

The Floridian 
To enjoy our Grand Lodge newsletter, please go  
online to www.osiaflboca.org 
 

Advertise in our newsletter for 12 
months!  

Business card:  $50 
Half Page:    $75 
Full Page:   $125 
ADD TO WEBSITE $50.00 ADDITIONAL 
 

Annual Dues:  
Paid the first of every year 
Individual: $45,  
Couple: $90,  
Social: $50 
 

Italian American Magazine 
By now 
all lodge 
members 
should 
have re-
ceived 

the summer issue of our Italian magazine. Please 
contact Ed Mottola should you haven’t received the 
magazine. 

Lodge Information 
 Our Board Meeting will be the first Wednesday of 
every month at 10AM on Zoom Format. 
Lodge Meeting at 6:30 PM on second Thursday of 
every month. We will begin meeting at the Elks of 
Boca every second Thursday beginning October 14, 
2021.  

 Members 
If anyone has a child or grandchild planning on at-
tending College and would like to help, Bonanno has 

available, every year, one $500 scholarship, which will 
be sent directly to the College of their choice. Please 
talk to us for more information. Caveat: You must be a 
paid in-full member in good standing! 

 Past Lodge Presidents 
Joan D’Amato 

Edmondo Catania (4yrs) 
J. Nick Cantore 
Marie Ruggiero 
Ed Mottola, Jr. 
Peter Ocello 

Steve Petrarca 
John Polli 

William Santangelo 
Peter Vallone 

Frank Benedetto 
Carlo Boniello 
John Boniello 

Rosemary Boniello 
 
 

Don and Angie Seta foundation 
To award scholarship to family of members based on  

merit and financial situation. Members must 
be members in good standing. 

 
 

 Lodge Meeting Rules 

Please be courteous and respond to our events in a 
timely manner. Most events have cut off dates.  We can 
not plan an event unless we have an accurate number 
of members who will attend. 
  
 Please sign our attendance book before entering meet-
ing.  Each person on separate line. This way we get ac-
curate head count. 
  
Please be ready either with cash or check made out to 
Bonanno Lodge If the event calls for it.  (some mem-
bers did not pay last month). 
  
 Lastly, as a courtesy, the Elks of Boca Raton will be 
opening the bar on the night of our meetings for our 
members pleasure, please be sure to tip the bartender 


