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Night At The Races  “Fun”-Raiser 

Where:    Elks Lodge #2166  

   395 N Federal Highway,   

   Boca Raton, FL 

Time:    6:00PM to 9:00pm 

Entrance Fee:  $15.00,  Guests $20.00   

Menu  Includes Sandwiches, Salads and desert.  

Cocktails, beer, wine, soda and water available for  purchase 

 

ELKs and BONANNO—Please pre-register by making your 

check out to the Sgt Bonanno Lodge #2549 for this event and 

send to Angie Catania at 18766 Candlewick Drive, Boca Raton, 

Fl 33496.                                                                                                  

                                   For infomation call Ed Catania at 508 294 7979.                  

                              Reservations deadline January 3, 2022 

Regarding the  Nite  at the Races: 

The Bonanno and Elks Lodges have joined togeth-

er to  raise funds to support their charities and 

community activities. Horses may be purchased 

for $10/each, and you may purchase more than 

one horse. Winning horse in each race receives 

$50. in addition, there will be $2 side bets with 

each race. This is a Fundraising event. This will be 

a fun night for all and a worthy cause. 
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Where:  

Elks Lodge #2166  395 N Federal Highway, Boca Raton, FL 

Time:  6:30PM to 9:00pm  

Guests:  FAU Italian Club, Grand Lodge Officers 

Menu:  Please bring your favorite dish or dessert to share.  

     Cocktails, beer, and wine, available for  purchase.  

                Please remember to tip your bartender! 

The FAU Italian Club will return to enjoy our favorite Italian dish-

es and stories once again. We will meet our scholarship recipient, 

the Grand Lodge od Florida President and Officers will be present 

to make a  surprise announcement to FAU. 

Nominations for a position to the Board will be accepted at this 

meeting. Members wanting to serve on the board must announce 

their intentions. Elections for 2022-2024 will be held at the Feb-

ruary meeting.  

                           

Please call Angie at   787-221-

0785  to let her know what 

you will be bringing to avoid 

duplications. 

You MUST pre-register for this 

event by January9, 2022 

  

Our Famous Potluck  

Dinner and  

Traditional Nonni Night  
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Officers 
President:   Joan D’Amato  561-414-1825 
Acting Vice President:  Edmondo Catania 
Financial Secretary:  Open 
Treasurer:   Mike Sebestyen 
Immed. Past President:  Edmondo Catania 
Recording Secretary:  Michele Terrei Palma 
Orator/Past State Pres.:  Edward Mottola 
Chaplain:   Father Adam Forno  
Trustees:   Justin Appi,   Joe D’Amato,  
   Nick Cantore,  Eva Mottola,  
   Joe Dente,   Lydia Marini,  
        
   
State Deputy:   Greg Esposito 
Italian Cultural Historian:  Ed Mottola 
 

Committees   
Events:    Joan D’Amato  Lynn Pascarelli, 
   Lydia Marini,  Fran Sebestyen 
Newsletter:   Ed Catania,  Raf Gueli 
Scholarship/Membership: Ed Mottola Jr. 
Cookbook & Calendars:  Ed Mottola Jr. 
House:    Marjorie Miller  
Sunshine:   Angie Torres  
501C3 Fundraising:  Nick Cantore,  Ed Catania 
Website:   Justin Appi /  Ed Catania 
 
Bonanno Officers Grand Lodge of Florida 
First Vice President:  Joe Dente 
Second Vice President:  Nick Cantore 
State Trustee-Region VII Edmondo Catania 
 
Honorary Members      
Don and Angie Seta  -  Millie Gasperoni 

 

 

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
  
In the past few months, our lodge has grown in numbers, despite 
the Covid 19 and all its variances. You will see many new faces. 
Please make an effort to greet new people. Remember the first 
time you went to a meeting and did not know anyone. We are the 
friendliest lodge in Florida, and that is why people are joining 
because of our reputation. 
 
The next three months will be busy for our lodge. 
- January 8th, Night at the races. Always a fun time, please re-
serve early, call Angie.  
- January 13th, Lodge meeting will be our famous potluck, 
please call Angie to tell her what you will be bringing to avoid 
duplicate dishes. Also, Florida Atlantic University Dept of Italian 
Studies will bring their Italian Club.  
- February 10th, lodge meeting and guest speaker Maria Sachs. 
- March 23rd, we are planning to go on the Sugar Cane bus tour. 
 
We need TWO Board Members: Treasurer and Financial Secre-
tary, must be a member for at least 1 yr. Trustees, must be a 
board member for a least 1 yr. 
I have asked before, we Need Hospitality and Entertainment 
Committees. Your board works very hard all year long to make 
this lodge exceptional.  
 
Please send in your 2022 dues as soon as you can.  
Thank you for continuing to maintain our Italian Culture, Cus-
toms and Language 
  

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America                

Sgt. Frederick M. Bonanno Lodge #2549 
 

 

Cari fratelli e sorelle, 
  
Negli ultimi mesi, il nostro lodge è cresciuto di numero, 
nonostante il Covid 19 e tutte le sue varianze. Vedrete molti volti 
nuovi. Vi preghiamo di fare uno sforzo per salutare nuove 
persone. Ricordate la prima volta che siete andati a una riunione 
e non conoscevate nessuno? Siamo il lodge più amichevole in 
Florida, ed è per questo che le persone si stanno unendo a causa 
della nostra reputazione. I prossimi tre mesi saranno impegnativi 
per il nostro lodge. 
- 8 Gennaio, Night at the Races. Sempre un momento divertente. 
Prenotate in anticipo e chiamate Angie. 
- 13 gennaio, l’incontro del Lodge sarà il nostro famoso potluck, 
per favore chiama Angie per dirle cosa porterai per evitare piatti 
duplicati. Inoltre, il Dipartimento di Studi Italiani della Florida 
Atlantic University porterà il suo Club Italiano.  
- 10 febbraio, riunione del lodge e relatrice ospite Maria Sachs. 
- 23 marzo, stiamo programmando di fare il tour in autobus sugar 
cane. 
 
Abbiamo bisogno di DUE membri del consiglio di 
amministrazione: Tesoriere e Segretario Finanziario, devono 
essere soci da almeno 1 anno. Il Trustees deve essere un socio 
del consiglio da almeno 1 anno. 
Come avevo chiesto prima, abbiamo bisogno dei comitati per 
ospitalità e intrattenimento. Il vostro Consiglio lavora duramente 
tutto l'anno per rendere questo lodge eccezionale.  
Siete pregati di inviare le quote del 2022 il prima possibile.  
Grazie per aver continuato a mantenere la nostra cultura, costumi 
e lingua italiana 

  
  
 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America                

Sgt. Frederick M. Bonanno Lodge #2549 



 

8  Night At The Races Fundraiser with Elks 

13 6:30 PM. Our famous Potluck Dinner  

10 TBD 

23  Sugar Cane Bus Trip 

12  Member Appreciation 

TBD  Summer get together 

10  6:30 PM. Elections and Guest Speaker– Barbara Sachs 

19 Bingo with Elks  

14 6:30 PM. Porchetta Night or Home made Mozzarella Night 

TBD  Summer get together 

TBD  Summer get together 

  

  

  

  

 

  

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month.  



 

 

 

 2  Cynthia Cerasoli 

4  Vivian Cardia 

5  Loretta Talamo 

16  Tom Sylvester   

“People tend to believe the bad 
rather than the good.”  
 
Giovanni Boccaccio. 

Fear is Unnecessary” 
 
Jake LaMotta 

 Al povero mancano  
tante cose,  

all’avaro tutte.  
  

The poor man is lacking many things, 
the greedy man all  

_____ 

 
 Noi non potremo avere 

perfetta vita senza amici. 
  

 We can’t have a perfect life  
without friends.  

“If you drink don't drive. Don't 
even putt.” 
 
Dean Martin 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/giovanni-boccaccio-quotes
https://www.thinkinitalian.com/man-in-italian
https://www.thinkinitalian.com/how-to-use-senza
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/dean-martin-quotes


 

  
   Jan 1 -  New Year’s Day   -$500 

Feb 8 -  Grand Lodge Anniv  - $300 
Feb 14 -  Valentine’s Day   - $100 
Feb 15 -  Presidents’ Day   - $100 
Mar 17 - St. Patrick’s Day   - $100 
Mar 19 - St. Joseph’s Day   - $100 
Mar 28 - Palm Sunday   - $100 
Apr 2 -  Good Friday   - $100 
Apr 4 -  Easter Sunday   - $1,000 
Apr 24 -  Dr. Salerno Birthday  - $100 
May 9 -  Mothers’ Day   - $100 
May 31 - Memorial Day   - $100 
Jun. 2 -  National Day of Italy  - $100 
Jun. 14 -  Flag Day   - $100 
Jun 20 -   Fathers’ Day   - $100 
Jun 22 -  SOI Anniversary   - $300 
Jul 4 -  Independence Day  - $500 
Sept 6 -  Labor Day   - $100 
Sept 11 - Patriot’s Day   - $200 
Sept 19 - Feast of San Gennaro  - $100 
Oct 12 -  Columbus Day   - $1,000 
Oct 22 - Pres. Cianciotta’s Birthday -$100 
Oct 31 -  Halloween   - $100 
Nov 11 -  Veterans’ Day   - $100 
Nov 25 -  Thanksgiving   - $500 
Dec 7 -  Pearl Harbor Day  - $100 
  
  

CALENDAR  PROGRAM 

 

On  January 1,2021, the  annual  Grand  

Lodge of  Florida 2021 Calendar  program 

will  begin  and runs until the end of 2021. 

The calendar program is based on the Flor-

ida lottery’s Pick Three game. When you 

buy a calendar, you pick three numbers. If 

your number comes out, you win $50. But 

the best part, there’s a whole list of 27 oth-

er days (below) when you can win much 

more. For example, if your number comes 

out on Christmas, you win $1000. On Co-

lumbus Day, too.  

For questions  please call Ed Cata-

nia 508 294 7979 

 

Dermatology & Surgery Of The Skin 

MOHS’ Skin Cancer Surgery  

 

Dr. Fischer offers a full range of medical and cosmetic services to enhance your health and appearance, including 

Mohs’ surgery for skin cancer treatment, laser removal of hair, broken blood vessels and age spots, and Botox and 

Restylane for reducing fine lines and wrinkles. Whatever your current needs, you will be treated respectfully and 

professionally by a caring doctor and staff dedicated to providing you excellence in treatment.  

Alan M. Fischer, M.D., P.A. 

West Boca Medical Center  - #320 



 

Christmas with the Elks 



 

 

 

Elections and Business Meeting 

 

Where:   Elks Lodge #2166 1395 N Federal Highway, Boca Raton. 

Cost:  TBD 

Time:  6:30PM 

Menu:  TBD 

Special Guest: Maria Sachs,  

County Commissioner, Boca Raton 

 

Meeting  Details to Come 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pasta Night 

 

Where:   Elks Lodge #2166 1395 N Federal Highway, Boca Ra-

ton. 

Cost:  TBD 

Time:  6:30PM 

Menu:  TBD 

Meeting  Details to Come 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

       Sugar Cane Bus Tour And Lunch 

This will be a full day event.  Bus leaves in the morning to the Sugar Cane Fields. 

You see how the cane is grown and harvested, and packaged for sale. 

 

 Cost $20 per person  

Includes bus, tour and lunch.  

Due to Covid– Bus seating is limited. First seating to members first. 

 We will be having a full lunch at either the Marina or Country Club.   

Due to Covid seating will be limited.  

This will be a Lodge fund raiser.   

More Details to follow! 



 

CALL ME DOCTOR 

I 
n Italy, the use of the title dottore 
is certainly anomalous compared to 
other nations. It is controversial for 
the incongruity of a Royal Decree 

of 1938 (when Italy was a kingdom) that 
attributes the title of dottore to college 
graduates, bearing in mind that at that 
time a college degree was the highest 
academic degree in Italy, achieved only 
by the upper-class well-off individuals. 
Therefore, to this day, anyone who ob-
tains a college degree can rightfully and 
lawfully claim the academic title of dot-
tore. But the title of dottore in Italy is 
given even to any employee behind a 
service window, or whoever sits on the 
other side of a desk in a suit and tie. 
Here, the title of dottore is accepted 
even from your mechanic, from the guy 
at the newsstand or at the cigarette 
counter. Italians crave it, Italians cannot 
live without it, abusing its usage to the 
point of preposterous exaggeration. 
 
“Good morning, Doctor!” - “Ah Doc-
tor, Doctor!” - “I beg your pardon Doc-
tor!" No, we are not in a medical office 
or a hospital. Salvo Montalbano (of the 
famous Italian TV crime show) has a 
profession, he is a Commissario, the 
equivalent of police captain, or small-
town chief of police. He is not an MD. 
Erroneously, the rank of Commissioner 
in American TV crime shows (i.e., Blue 
Bloods) is translated in Italy as Commis-
sario, but you and I know that it is not 
the same. The proper equivalent is 
Questore. You could address him as 
‘signor commissario’ and it would be 
the most proper way to do without being 
disrespectful because that is what he is, 
a commissario. But in Italy we are too 
indulgent in giving the title of Dottore 
to anyone. Catarella, the front desk po-
lice officer, also addresses the deputy as 
'Dottor Augello', and he even addresses 
Inspector Fazio as ‘Dottor Fazio’ when 
he should simply call him ‘signor ispet-
tore’. For the poor Catarella, who is the 
last man on the totem pole, everyone is 
a dottore, and he is not wrong because 
this is modern day’s culture. 
 
Detective Lieutenant Mancini walks to 
the police station on her first day and to 
her colleagues she introduces herself as: 
“Dottoressa Mancini!” She will un-
doubtedly be addressed as dottoressa, as 
such is the absurd ritual, but to the ex-

tent of introducing herself as such, I find 
it pretentious. Detective Captain Lo-
Bosco rings a doorbell and to the inter-
locutor who answers, she replies: 
“Dottoressa LoBosco!” The response 
comes swiftly: “What? Doctor who? I 
don’t recall expecting a house call from 
any doctor.” You see how pompous it is 
for a high-ranking officer to label herself 
as doctor rather than stating her rank, 
name and what she represents? Had she 
said: “Commissario LoBosco, Polizia” it 
would have been the proper way to state 
she was a police detective. Now observe 
this scene as two individuals greet each 
other: “dottoressa Pirras, buongiorno, 
come sta?” - “Ah! Buongiorno Dottor 
Buffardi, bene grazie.” We are not inside 
an operating room but in a courthouse, 
two ADA (assistant district attorney) are 
greeting each other. You may think we 
have reached a dangerous level of comi-
cal practice but, trust me, this is the unbe-
lievable custom in Italy.  
 
Only the ‘Barney Fife’ individuals like to 
show off using their honorary/academic 
title even when it is not needed. As I 
have given you abundant illustrations, 
high ranking officers in the police are 
addressed as doctors, but why is not the 
same for the carabinieri? Why not call 
dottore the ‘maresciallo’ (marshal), or 
even the ‘brigadiere’ (sergeant)? We all 
know that you can be a doctor and be 
ignorant and on the contrary, you may 
not have a degree but can demonstrate to 
have a great culture. This bizarre ritual is 
a typical cultural example of the rever-
ence primarily toward prestigious and 
important people but towards all college 
graduates. It will happen to anyone to be 
addressed as dottore, just as an act of 
esteem or excess gallantry, even if they 
do not have a college degree. We are the 
only country on earth that calls "doctor" 
whomever has obtained a bachelor's de-
gree and not a doctorate. 
 
 You could erroneously take that police 
station for a hospital ER, but you would 
not find any nurses. Too many chiefs! 
Contrary to the belief that the term 
‘doctor’ should solely be associated to 
the medical profession, in Italy, as I said, 
this academic title belongs to every col-
lege graduate, therefore, the college grad-
uated nurse is also a doctor. Yes, because 
to become a registered nurse, a person in 

Italy must obtain a degree from a nursing 
college, for which the academic qualifica-
tion of dottore, or dottoressa would apply. 
Then we should call dottore every 
healthcare professional in possession of a 
college degree. However, lets understand 
that the academic degree of doctorate can 
be given to any individual who is not a 
medical doctor. At the hospital and at any 
other place in USA, only the MD is ad-
dressed as Dottore, while other health pro-
fessionals are called with the name of their 
professional position (nurse, physiothera-
pist, speech therapist, etc..). Incidentally, 
the proper title for a chief surgeon, a hos-
pital department head, a great luminary or 
a distinguished scientist is not Dottore but 
Professore. Woe to anyone who dares to 
call these distinguished personalities simp-
ly as dottore, hence “Professor Corvara! 
Professoressa Ferraris! 
  
   In the USA, a professional nurse is 
called a Registered Nurse, without a title, 
only his/her qualification, or certification. 
Except for doctors in medicine, or MD, all 
professionals are called Mr., Mrs., or Ms., 
followed by the last name. Personally, I 
have always avoided any formality in this 
regard. Perhaps because I grew up and was 
educated the USA where there are no ti-
tles. I find titles ridiculous when they are 
used immeasurably, and I am not too in-
clined to this culture of fake reverence. 
Going to the notary (a very influential and 
prestigious profession in Italy), I did not 
call him 'Dottor Giardina’ but simply 
'Signor Notaio', which for my convictions, 
believe me, it was far more adequate to 
show respect and politeness. I guarantee 
you that I have never called anyone dot-
tore who was not a medical doctor. Unfor-
tunately, in public offices I have seen mir-
acles performed when you address an offi-
cial, an executive or a simple civil servant 
as dottore: "Buongiorno dottore, grazie 
dottoressa, arrivederci Dottor Rossi". 
They all end up smiling smugly, pleased to 
be revered, unmindful whether people are 
taking them for a ride.  

(From now on... call me doctor) 



 



 



 



 

Please Take Note 
If you find mistakes in our publication, PLEASE con-
sider they are there for a purpose and remember 
that we publish something for everyone, because 
some people are always looking for misteaks!   EC 
 

The Floridian 
To enjoy our Grand Lodge newsletter, please go  
online to www.osiaflboca.org 
 

Advertise in our newsletter for 12 
months!  

Business card:  $50 
Half Page:    $75 
Full Page:   $125 
ADD TO WEBSITE $50.00 ADDITIONAL 
 

Annual Dues:  
Paid the first of every year 
Individual: $45,  
Couple: $90,  
Social: $50 
 

Italian American Magazine 
By now all lodge members should have received the 
summer issue of our Italian magazine. Please contact 
Ed Mottola should you haven’t received the maga-
zine. 

Lodge Information 
 Our Board Meeting will be the first Wednesday of 
every month at 10AM on Zoom Format. 
Lodge Meeting at 6:30 PM on second Thursday of 
every month. We will begin meeting at the Elks of 
Boca every second Thursday beginning October 14, 
2021.  

 Members 
If anyone has a child or grandchild planning on at-
tending College and would like to help, Bonanno has 
available, every year, one $500 scholarship, which 
will be sent directly to the College of their choice. 
Please talk to us for more information. Caveat: You 
must be a paid in-full member in good standing! 

 Past Lodge Presidents 
Edmondo Catania (4yrs) 

J. Nick Cantore 
Marie Ruggiero 
Ed Mottola, Jr. 
Peter Ocello 

Steve Petrarca 
John Polli 

William Santangelo 
Peter Vallone 

Frank Benedetto 
Carlo Boniello 
John Boniello 

Rosemary Boniello 
 
 

Don and Angie Seta foundation 
To award scholarship to family of members based on  
merit and financial situation. Members must be mem-

bers in good standing. 

 
 

 Lodge Meeting Rules 

Please be courteous and respond to our 
events in a timely manner. Most events have 
cut off dates.  We can not plan an event un-

less we have an accurate number of members who will 
attend. 
  
 Please sign our attendance book before entering meet-
ing.  Each person on separate line. This way we get ac-
curate head count. 
  
Please be ready either with cash or check made out to 
Bonanno Lodge If the event calls for it.  (some mem-
bers did not pay last month). 
  
 Lastly, as a courtesy, the Elks of Boca Raton will be 
opening the bar on the night of our meetings for our 
members pleasure, please be sure to tip the bartender 
as you would in any other bar. 


