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Where:  Taverna Kyma 6298 N Federal Hwy,  

  Boca Raton.   

Time:    6:30 PM 

Cost:  Members and Elks-$48.00,  

  Guests-$55.00  

   

Family Style Menu:   Greek Salad, Cold Pilikia, 

Humus, Tarama, Dolmades, Spanakopita, 

Crispy Calimari, Keptedes, Grilled Lamb Chops , 

Beef Kabobs, Chichen Kabobs 

and pork, pita and Dessert! 

                              

            Please Read 

1. Pre-register by calling Angie 

T o r r e s  C a t a n i a  a t                 

787-221-0785. 

2. Then either pay by Zelle to 

sgtbonanno@yahoo.com to 

confirm your reservation. 

                                    or 

3. Pay by check to the Sgt Bo-

nanno Lodge, then mail to 

Angie Catania at: 18766 Can-

dlewick Drive, Boca Raton, Fl 

33496 to confirm your reser-

vation. RESERVE SOON!.  
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Where:  DelrayBeachPlayhouse 950 NW 9th St, Delray Beach, FL 33444 

Time:    12:30 PM Lunch and Show at 1:15PM 

Cost:      $45.00- Must have minimum of 12  people for price.  

 

Menu: Choice of Roast 

Beef, Turkey, 

Corned Beef, Tu-

na, Veggie, Chick-

en Caesar Salad, 

Potato Salad and 

beverage.  

   

 Call Joan 

D’Amato to  see if 

tickets are availa-

ble at 561-414-

1825.  You must  

reserve  ASAP or not lat-
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Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America                

Sgt. Frederick M. Bonanno Lodge #2549  

 

  

  

 

Cari fratelli e sorelle,   
 
Abbiamo avuto un po 'di sfortuna senza precedenti 
con la nostra Bingo Night e con la cancellazione di 
Veterans Appreciation a causa delle precauzioni di 
sicurezza durante l'uragano Ian. Tenere il Bingo pres-
so gli Elks sarebbe stato molto semplice, dal momento 
che la maggior parte di voi era a favore nel vostro 
sondaggio, ma ho ritenuto necessario annullare a 
causa della mancanza di partecipazione.  
   Prima di pianificare questo, ne ho discusso con altre 
logge, che giocano mensilmente e hanno scoperto che 
i profitti del reddito supportano il 60% delle loro en-
trate per enti di beneficenza, borse di studio e spese di 
gestione. Spero che possiamo fare un altro tentativo 
insieme al prossimo Nite at the Races, Cruise, ecc. 
Sfortunatamente, abbiamo bisogno della vostra guida 
e del vostro sostegno per raggiungere la nostra missio-
ne di aiutare la comunità.  
   Gli Elks hanno venduto il loro edificio e vogliono 
che andiamo con loro quando verrà trovata una nuova 
struttura. Tuttavia, sia Elks che Bonanno potrebbero 
non avere un luogo di incontro in tarda primavera. Ne 
parleremo più avanti. Si prega di notare che abbiamo 
venduto undici cabine, e altre sono disponibili per la 
nostra Bonanno Cruise. Infine, auguriamo a voi e alle 
vostre famiglie un Buon Natale e Felice Anno Nuovo! 
   Come direbbero sempre i miei due mentori preferiti: 
"Sempre avanti". 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America                

Sgt. Frederick M. Bonanno Lodge #2549 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,   
 
We had a bit of unprecedented bad luck with our Bin-
go night and cancelling Veterans Appreciation due to 
safety precautions during Hurricane Ian. Having Bin-
go capabilities at the Elks was a no brainer, since most 
of you were in favor of it on your survey yet I felt it 
necessary to cancel due to a lack of attendance.  
Before planning this, I have discussed it with other 
lodges, who play monthly and found the income prof-
its supports 60% of their income for charities, scholar-
ships, and lodge expenses. I hope we can give it an-
other try along with the upcoming Nite at the Races, 
Cruise, etc. Unfortunately, we need your guidance and 
support to achieve our lodge mission of helping the 
community.  
The Elks have sold their building and want us to go 
with them when a new facility is found. However, 
both the Elks and Bonanno may not have a meeting 
place in late spring. More on this later. 
Please note, we have sold eleven cabins, and more are   
available for our Bonanno Cruise. Lastly, we would 
like to wish you and your families a safe and healthy 
Buon Natale e Felice Anno Nuovo! 
 
As my two favorite mentors would always say: 
“Sempre Avanti.” 



 

Our Annual Potluck Dinner and  

Traditional Nonni Night  

with FAU Italian Club Returns 

Where:  Elks Lodge #2166  

  1395 N Federal Highway, Boca Raton, FL 

Time:  6:30PM to 9:00pm  

Guests:  FAU Italian Club 

Menu:  Please bring your favorite dish or dessert   

 to share. Call Angie.  

Cocktails, beer, and wine, available for   purchase.  

 Please remember to tip your server! 

 

The FAU Italian Club will return to enjoy our favorite Ital-

ian dishes and stories once again. We will meet our schol-

arship recipient, the Grand Lodge od Florida President 

and Officers will present  a scholarship to FAU. 

  

                           

     Please Read 

• Pre-register by calling Angie 

Torres Catania at 787-221-

0785. and tell her what you will 

bring to avoid duplication. 

• Then either pay by Zelle to 

sgtbonanno@yahoo.com to 

confirm your reservation.  Or                               

• Pay by check to the Sgt Bonan-

no Lodge, then mail to Angie 

Catania at: 18766 Candlewick 

Drive, Boca Raton, Fl 33496 to 

confirm your reservation.  

RESERVE BY  

 JANUARY  10, 2923 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
Sons and Daughters of Italy—Sgt Bonanno Cruise 

Sailing:  7 nights, January 29– February 5, 2023  
 

 

Lodge Members, Family and Friends are invited to join us for a  

fun-filled week to the Caribbean!   Reserve your cabin now! 

 

 Don’t Miss the Boat! Pricing on cabins begin at $975.00 based 

on availability. Rates are per person  based on double occupan-

cy. Single and Suites rates on request. 

 

 Various perks apply. 

 

  For more information and reservations please call Judith Virga

-Roveto at TravelGroup International 561-447-0750 Ext 102 or 

      Email: Judith@Travelgroupint.com   

 
 Our cruise will benefit Sgt Bonanno charities and scholarships 

including : Autism, Cancer, Cooley's Anemia, Alzheimer's, Vet-

erans programs and Scholarships.  
 

  

Itinerary 
From Miami 

 
5 PORTS OF CALL 

Miami,Florida 
Puerto Plata, 
St. Thomas 

Tortola 
Great Stirrup Cay 

 
Visit Norwegian’s 

links online to explore 
the ship to see  all the 

fun things to do. Go to:  
 www.NCL.com   

 

mailto:Judith@Travelgroupint.com
http://www.ncl.com/


 

Mark your Calendar! ELKS Lodge 

 

 January 12, 2023  4th Annual Nonne Night 

 February 9, 2023  Member Appreciation 

 February 18, 2023  Nite at the Races 

 March 9, 2023    8th Annual Pasta Night  

 April 13, 2023    8th Annual Porchetta Night 

 May,11, 2023       8th Mozzarella Night and Karaoke 

 
We will be planning  different venues  in our enjoyment this summer 
and we would like your ideas and suggestion.  
 
Preferred Method of Payment: Zelle or Check 
Additional details to Come.  
We look forward to hearing from you.   
Call Joan D’Amato at 561-414-1825, with any ideas you may have. 



 

If you wish to announce a special event, please send your Information to me no later than the 23rd of each month.  

  

 

 

 

  

 

4 Christmas Party Taverna Kyma, Boca 

5 Victory Dolls 

11 8th annual Mozzarella Night  
TBD 

Summer Lunches or Dinners or event 

 9 8th  Annual Pasta Night 
TBD 

 13 8th annual Porchetta Night  

TBD 

12  4th Annual Nonne Night/ FAU Scholarship 
27          TBD 

9  Member Appreciation 
17 Night at the Races 



 

L 
a Befana vien di notte con le scarpe 
tutte rotte, col vestito alla romana 
viva viva La Befana!  (The Befana 
comes at night with her shoes all 

broken, with the Roman dress long live La 
Befana! ) 
 
The Christmas season in Italy is one that be-
gins with the Novena eight days before 
Christmas and lasts until the Feast of the 
Epiphany on January 6th. Traditionally it is 
a spiritual event and not so much a secular 
event of gifting and gift exchange…except 
with the arrival of ‘La Befana.’ 
 
It is not that Italian children do not know of 
Santa or ‘Babbo Natale’ (they do receive 
small, useful gifts for Christmas) but, in 
many regions of Italy, the exchange of gifts 
awaits the coming of La Befana on January 
6th. That night, before going to bed, Italian 
children hang their socks along the 
chimney hoping La Befana will fill 
them with sweets and other 
treats. For children who were naughty, 
La Befana leaves hard black candy 
called carbone (charcoal), as a 
reminder to do better. In 
exchange, a glass of Grap-
pa Liquor, and bread and 
cheese is offered to warm 
the chilled bones of La Be-
fana and to help her on 
her way. 

 
Tradition has it 
that La Befana, 
an old woman of 
modest means, 
lived in a shack at the time of the birth of Je-
sus Christ. One night, The Three Magi, on 
their way to find the Christ child, stopped to 
ask for directions to Bethlehem and for food 
and shelter. Having provided their needs, 
the Magi thanked the old woman and invit-
ed her to join them in search of the baby Je-
sus. La Befana begged off, saying she could 
not leave her home. 
 
Later that night, while asleep, La Befana was 
awoken by an unusually bright light. Star-
tled and afraid, she took it as a sign to follow 
the Magi in search of the Christ Child. Unfor-
tunately, La Befana lost her way, failing to 
find the Wise Men or the manger. 

 
And so, the story continues: Each year 

on January 5th (the eve of the 
Feast of the Epiphany), La Be-
fana resumes her search of the 

Christ Child. As she travels from 
house to house, she drops off treats 

to sleeping children in hopes that the 
baby Jesus might also be with them. 

La Befana, An Italian Christmas Tradition  



 

Commiunity Events  



 

 

 

  

2  Lila Mazzara 

3  Antoinette Andrews 

6  Michael Pruetti 

18  Angie Torres Catania 

21  Claudia Sylvester 

22  Michele Villanucci 

 

“The world is poisoned with erroneous the-

ories, and needs to be taught sane doc-

trines, but it is difficult to straighten what 

has become crooked.”  Mother Cabrini 

 
 CU NESCI  

ARRINESCI 
(Sicilian proverb) 

 

 

 Who leaves 

their comfort 

zone  

succeeds. 

  
  
 

 

“The best thing on translation was 
said by Cervantes: translation is the 
other side of a tapestry“ 

Leonardo Sciascia 

 

 

PUT YOUR AD HERE 



 

    SGT BONANNO LODGE  SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM GUIDELINES 
 

Our Scholarship program for our Bonanno Members will begin January 1 annually.  

There has been some confusion this year, which we apologize. Please see guidelines. 

 

1.  Member must be in good standing. and a member for at least one year. 

2.  Applicant must be related to member and been selected in writing, to a College/Uni

 versity in writing, no later than March 31, submitted to the Membership chairperson. 

3.  We give two Scholarships per Year. If  more applicant’s apply, they will need to submit 

 an essay to be approved by our scholarship committee. 

4.   The applicant  must present the acceptance letter and information and we will forward 

 the fund to the administration  office listed on the letter. 

5.  Maximum scholarship $500 each. 

6.  Any questions, please call your President or Scholarship chair. 

    Get your Calendars $25.   365 opportunities to win! 
 

Contact Ed Catania at 5082947979 for additional information. 

 

Dermatology & Surgery Of The Skin 

MOHS’ Skin Cancer Surgery  

 

Dr. Fischer offers a full range of medical and cosmetic services to enhance your health and appearance, including 

Mohs’ surgery for skin cancer treatment, laser removal of hair, broken blood vessels and age spots, and Botox and 

Restylane for reducing fine lines and wrinkles. Whatever your current needs, you will be treated respectfully and 

professionally by a caring doctor and staff dedicated to providing you excellence in treatment.  

Alan M. Fischer, M.D., P.A. 

West Boca Medical Center  - #320 



 

ITALY’S OVERSIZED PARLIAMENT 

T 
he Italian Republic 
(Repubblica Italiana) is 
a parliamentary repub-
lic, a form of govern-
ment in which the dem-

ocratic representation of the will 
of the people is entrusted, 
through political elections, to the 
parliament, who elects both the 
President of the republic (head 
of state) and the Government 
(Prime minister and  Cabinet). 
As I explained in last month’s 
article, it differentiates from a 
constitutional (presidential) re-
public, such as the United States 
of America (or France), a form 
of government in which the ex-
ecutive power is concentrated in 
the figure of the President who is 
both the head of state and the 
head of the government. It was 
established by a constitution in 
1948, after abolishing the mon-
archy with a general referendum, 
and it consists of  legislative, ex-
ecutive, and judicial subdivi-
sions. The current President of 
the Republic (head of state) is 
Sergio Mattarella from Palermo, 
on his second 7-yrs term. The 
head of the government is Gior-
gia Meloni, President of the 
Council of Ministers or Prime 
Minister.  
   A ‘ministro’, [from the Latin 
minister which means servant, in 
this case servant of the State] is 
the head of a ministry, or execu-
tive department, and is a member 
of the political body. The Sot-
tosegretario (Under-secretary) 
assists the minister, who is actu-
ally a ‘secretary of state’, but 
does not act on his behalf. The 
undersecretaries (because there 

may be more than one for each 
ministry) have only those compe-
tences delegated to them by the 
minister. If an Undersecretary is 
given powers relating to the en-
tire area of competence of one or 
more departmental structures, he 
may be given the title of Deputy 
Minister. Each minister has its 
own cabinet, and a Board of Di-
rectors with its Head of cabinet, 
the legislative office, and the par-
ticular secretariat, each with its 
own head. The Secretary General 
is present only in some ministries  
and has coordination tasks. Any 
one of the ministers may be ap-
pointed to carry out the position 
of Deputy Prime Minister (Vice-
president)   
 
   Too many hands in the pot? Its 
is indeed an oversized cabinet. 
Too many chiefs for a few Indi-
ans. But let us now talk about 
oversized parliaments in Europe-
an countries. The situation with 
the number of members of Parlia-
ment of major European nations 
and USA are as follows, (in de-
scending order, largest to small-
est):  
 
United Kingdon’s Parliament 
consists of 764 mem-
bers in The House 
of Lords, and 650 
members in the 
House of Commons, 
for a total of 1,414. 
The population’s ra-
tio is 47K to 1.  
 
Spain’s parliament 
consists of 630 legis-
lators in the Cortes 

General and 315 senators, for a 
total of 945. Population’s ratio is 
50K to 1.  
 
Italy’s Parliament consists of 630 
legislators in the Camera dei 
Deputati and 320 members in 
the Senato, for a total of 950. 
The population’s ratio is 63K to 
1. 
 
France’s Parliament consists of 
577 in the National Assembly 
and 348 members in the Senate 
for a total of 925. The popula-
tion’s ratio is 72K to 1. 
 
Germany’s Parliament consists 
of 736 legislators in the Bundes-
tag and 69 members in the Bun-
desrat, for a total of 805. The 
population’s ratio is 103K to 1. 
 
USA’s Congress consists of 535 
congressmen in the House of 
Representatives, and 100 sena-
tors, for a total of 635. The popu-
lation’s ratio is 519K to 1. 
 
For once, not everything in the 
USA is oversized, overrated or 
exaggerated! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_(government)


 

Photos are not available due to the cancelation 
of Bingo and our Veterans events. However,  
thanks to Member and Trustee Tony Yazzetti  
for coordinating a gathering of Members, Elks 
and friends for a mattinee performance of the 
Nutcracker at Olympic Heights Auditorium for 
Two hours of magic and dance. It was enjoyed 
by all, including your editor! 



 

 

 

PUT YOUR AD HERE 



 

 

When was the last time your investment portfolio got a checkup? 



 



 

Please Take Note 
If you find mistakes in our publication, PLEASE con-
sider they are there for a purpose and remember 
that we publish something for everyone, because 
some people are always looking for misteaks!   EC 
 

The Floridian 
To enjoy our Grand Lodge newsletter, please go  
online to www.osiaflboca.org 
 

Advertise in our newsletter for 12 
months!  

Business card:  $50 
Half Page:    $75 
Full Page:   $125 
ADD TO WEBSITE $50.00 ADDITIONAL 
 

Annual Dues for 2023 
Paid the first of every year 
Individual: $55.00  
Couple: $100.00,  
Social: $55.00 
 

Italian American Magazine 
By now all lodge members should have received the 
summer issue of our Italian magazine. Please contact 
Ed Mottola should you haven’t received the maga-
zine. 

Lodge Information 
 Our Board Meeting will be the first Wednesday of 
every month at 10AM on Zoom Format. 
Lodge Meeting at 6:30 PM on second Thursday of 
every month. We will begin meeting at the Elks of 
Boca every second Thursday beginning October 14, 
2021.  

 Members 
If anyone has a child or grandchild planning on at-
tending College and would like to help, Bonanno has 
available, every year, one $500 scholarship, which 
will be sent directly to the College of their choice. 
Please talk to us for more information. Caveat: You 
must be a paid in-full member in good standing! 

 Past Lodge Presidents 
Joan D’Amato 

Edmondo Catania (4yrs) 
J. Nick Cantore 
Marie Ruggiero 
Ed Mottola, Jr. 
Peter Ocello 

Steve Petrarca 
John Polli 

William Santangelo 
Peter Vallone 

Frank Benedetto 
Carlo Boniello 
John Boniello 

Rosemary Boniello 
 
 

Don and Angie Seta foundation 
To award scholarship to family of members based on  
merit and financial situation. Members must be mem-

bers in good standing. 

 
 

 Lodge Meeting Rules 

Please be courteous and respond to our 
events in a timely manner. Most events have 
cut off dates.  We can not plan an event un-

less we have an accurate number of members who will 
attend. 
  
 Please sign our attendance book before entering meet-
ing.  Each person on separate line. This way we get ac-
curate head count. 
  
Please be ready either with cash or check made out to 
Bonanno Lodge If the event calls for it.  (some mem-
bers did not pay last month). 
  
 Lastly, as a courtesy, the Elks of Boca Raton will be 
opening the bar on the night of our meetings for our 
members pleasure, please be sure to tip the bartender 
as you would in any other bar. 


